
Designed to help you l ive more sustainably.

WELCOME
TO YOUR NEW HOME



WE’RE DOING EVERYTHING WE CAN TO HELP MAKE YOUR HOME

MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT



KEEPING THE WARMTH IN AND THE 
COLD OUT.

Superior insulation ensures that heat stays 
in your home and energy consumption is 
minimised. For instance, our double-glazed 
windows are filled with argon gas to 
significantly reduce heat loss and external 
noise, whilst a low-emissive coating allows 
beneficial heat from the sun into your home. 
Most of our external cavity walls benefit from 
the latest enhanced-efficiency heat-reflecting 
insulation, while loft spaces contain up to 
400mm of mineral fibre insulation to reduce 
the loss of rising heat. Finally, all our homes 
are then pressure-tested to help eliminate 
potential draughts. 

FIXTURES, FITTINGS AND APPLIANCES 
THAT MINIMISE ENERGY AND  
WATER WASTAGE.

Throughout our homes we use the highest 
efficiency SEDBUK-A rated condensing boilers 
and where appropriate, low heat-loss water 
cylinders to ensure your water stays hotter for 
longer. In addition, the fittings we integrate 
into kitchens and bathrooms could save up 
to 30 litres of water a day per person,* while 
our kitchen appliances have either an A or 
A+ efficiency rating – meaning that they are 
some of the most energy and water efficient 
appliances on the market.

A SUSTAINABLE SOURCE OF LIGHT.

We use energy efficient light bulbs wherever 
possible, which can reduce your energy 
consumption for lighting in your home by 
up to 80% to 90% without compromising the 
quality and feel of the light they produce.**

At David Wilson Homes, we do more than simply craft beautiful homes; we design sustainable and energy efficient homes that enhance and 

support the environment, whilst helping you to avoid unnecessary expenditure. Here are just some of the key features we integrate into each 

David Wilson home, to make sure it is energy efficient and sustainable. 

WE’RE DOING EVERYTHING WE CAN TO HELP MAKE YOUR HOME

MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT

  * Building Research Establishment Water Efficiency Calculator
** © Energy Saving Trust 2014; (www.energysavingtrust.org.uk)



   † Thermostats and controls; © Energy Saving Trust 2014; www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/Heating-and-hot-water/Thermostats-and-controls
†† How to use less electricity; © Which? 2014; http://www.which.co.uk/energy/saving-money/guides/how-to-use-less-electricity/
   ¥ The truth about your energy costs; Jun 29th, 2010; www.moneywise.co.uk/cut-your-costs/household-bills/the-truth-about-your-energy-costs

Settling into your beautiful new, energy efficient home, there’s plenty you can do to lead a more sustainable and environment-friendly lifestyle, 
and it needn’t be demanding. Even the smallest changes to the way you live can have an enormously positive impact on the environment, on 
energy usage and on living costs.  

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE NATURAL WARMTH AND LIGHT IN 
YOUR HOME.

Make the most of sunny days by opening curtains to let in the sun’s 
natural light and warmth. The thermostatic valves on the radiators 
allow you to control each room’s temperature so that you can set the 
kitchen temperature lower than the living room. Remember, other 
appliances including the hob, oven, toaster and kettle will give off a 
little heat. Try not to block radiators with furniture, as it will take more 
time and energy for the heat to circulate. 

Turning the thermostat down by just 1ºC could reduce your heating 
bill.† It is unlikely that you will notice the change in temperature, but 
you should see the difference to your energy bill.

THE KITCHEN IS THE HEART OF THE HOME AND IT PAYS TO 
USE IT WISELY.

It should be no surprise that the heart of the home can often be 
the largest consumer of energy, however it is also one of the rooms 
in which you can reduce energy consumption and costs very easily. 
After central heating, fridges and freezers are two of the biggest 
contributors to your home energy consumption accounting for 20% 
of the energy used in the average home.†† Make sure that all your 
appliances have an efficient energy rating. The appliances we 
fit have an energy rating of A or A+ meaning they are very energy 
efficient. Washing your clothes at 30º instead of 40º could save on 
energy by over a third,¥ try to ensure the load is full. This also applies 
to dishwashers. 

Limiting use of the toaster, only boiling the water you need in your 
kettle, air-drying your clothes and ensuring the fridge door doesn’t 
stay ajar for too long will also prevent energy wastage and help you 
cut your energy bills.

A MORE SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLE

IN YOUR NEW HOME



SAVE ENERGY BY SWITCHING FROM STANDBY TO OFF.

Many gadgets and appliances consume energy (and increase energy 
bills) even when they’re in standby mode or plugged in and fully 
charged. In fact, by completely switching off lights and appliances in 
the rooms you’re not using, you could save up to £37 a year.̂  At night-
time, try to avoid leaving mobile phones, tablets and laptops charging 
as they continue to consume energy even when their charge is full.

Energy saving light bulbs are a fantastic option when it comes to 
saving energy and the range of styles available has improved greatly, 
so there’s very little warm up time.̂ ˆ LED lamps are particularly good 
as they consume considerably less energy than conventional bulbs 
and they last longer.

AVOID WATER WASTAGE WHERE POSSIBLE.

We typically use two thirds of our water in the bathroom 
and the amount wasted is astonishing, so try to take a 
shower instead of bathing as it uses 20% less energy.¥¥ Cut 
down the time you spend in the shower by a minute or two 
and you’ll really notice the difference to water bills. Even seemingly 
small things like turning off the tap when you brush your teeth could 
save you around three litres of water per minute.̂

¥¥4Homes; Channel 4 © 2014; www.channel4.com/4homes
ˆEnergy saving tips for your home; Copyright © 2014 Ebico Ltd, www.ebico.org.uk/energy-advice/energy-saving-tips
^^ Energy saving light bulbs; © Energy Saving Trust 2014; http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/Electricity/Lighting/Lighting-products/Energy-saving-light-bulbs

A MORE SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLE

IN YOUR NEW HOME



PLANTS AND TREES THAT FLOWER.

Not only do flowers look attractive and give a garden character, they 
help provide valuable, life-giving resources including nectar, pollen and 
shelter for insects, which in turn provide food for birds and other wildlife.  

TREES AND MATURE SHRUBS.

Trees, shrubs and climbers grow into superb habitats for insects, animals 
and birds. Those that produce flowers, fruit or berries are particularly 
good at providing nourishment for wildlife and look beautiful at the 
same time.

Your garden can become a rich environment enjoyed by wildlife and plant life. We have partnered with the RSPB, the country’s largest nature 
conservation charity to help advise ways in which you can give nature a home in your garden and use the space to both your advantage and 
that of the surrounding environment.  

PROVIDING A HOME
FOR ENDANGERED SPECIES



LET YOUR GRASS GROW INTO A MINIATURE MEADOW.

The lawn is an ideal habitat for many types of insect, especially if you let 
it grow. A patch of longer grass allowed to grow wild will attract wildlife 
such as butterflies, moths and grasshoppers. When it is finally time to cut 
your lawn, raise the height of your mower blades as this protects insects 
that live close to the ground, which provide vital food for other animals.  

COLLECT DEAD WOOD IN PILES.

When it comes to pruning larger plants, offcuts from trees and shrubs 
provide a home where fungi, mosses and lichens can grow. As it 
decays, wood also becomes the ideal habitat for a number of insects.  

SUSTAIN WILDLIFE WITH WATER FEATURES.

Ponds and water features provide both a valuable habitat and a vital 
source of water to a wide variety of species. Even a small pond could 
attract birds, dragonflies, frogs, pond skaters and newts, as well as 
giving wildlife a place to drink and bathe.

LOOK AFTER THE BIRDS AND BEES IN YOUR GARDEN.

Birds are a welcome guest in any garden as they add colour, life 
and music. You can attract a variety of birds by leaving food such as 
sunflower hearts, seed mixes, suet pellets, porridge oats and apples, 
remember birds need water too, so leave fresh water in a shallow dish. 
A wooden box or a birdhouse in a tree can be left throughout the year 
for birds to use. 

We’re also working with the British Beekeepers Association to help 
support the British honeybee. You can help too, by planting bee-friendly 
plants such as lavender, roses, clematis and geraniums to name a few. 

Honeybees are a welcome and valuable addition to any garden.

PROVIDE SHELTER FOR LARGER SPECIES.

You can attract larger wildlife into your garden, including hedgehogs, 
squirrels and bats by building a durable shelter in which they can nest, 

hibernate or raise their young.  

USING THE CORRECT PRODUCTS AND MATERIALS IN  
YOUR GARDEN.

Where possible, try to avoid using peat, as this rich, earthy material is 
often sourced from some of Europe’s most valuable habitats, depriving 
many species of the elements they require. 

Pesticides can be extremely harmful to certain plants and animals 
and not only the pests you are trying to deter. There are a number of 
effective alternatives for stopping unwanted species, such as using nets 
to protect plants, vegetables and herbs, or by treating the area with 
natural substances that will not cause damage to wildlife.  

Capturing rainwater using a water butt is a fantastic way to save water 
from your taps and hoses and consequently keep running costs down if 
you have a water meter.‡ It is also often more beneficial to plants and 
wildlife in your garden and can be used to top up birdbaths and ponds.

‡Money; © AOL (UK) Limited its affiliates and licensors; www.money.aol.co.uk/2012/12/05/10-weird-ways-to-save-money-on-your-household-bills



A SUSTAINABLE LIFE TODAY
TO HELP THE PLANET AND PEOPLE TOMORROW

At David Wilson Homes, our vision is to encourage homeowners to make the most of their homes and communities by leading a sustainable, 

energy efficient and environmentally friendly way of life, respecting today’s delicate ecology. This guide is a great starting point and we hope that 

you share this knowledge with friends and neighbours, because living a more energy efficient and sustainable lifestyle is better for you, the local 

environment and the planet as a whole.

Calls to our 0844 numbers cost 7 pence per minute plus your phone company’s access charge.

dwh.co.uk or call 0844 55 66 155


